








Analysis Metrics 

• Breeding Bird Protection 

• Aquatic Habitat Protection 

• Permanently Protected Terrestrial 
Habitat  

• Erosion 

• Cultural – Historic Resource Protection 

• Beginning Paddler Potential 

• Economic Benefits 
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Aquatic Habitat Protection 
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Permanently Protected 

Terrestrial Habitat  

• Upper Iowa Winnesheik 

• Maquoketa 

• Iowa River Louisa 

• Big Sioux 
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Average HUC 12 Annual Erosion 

in 2012 

• Worst Three 

– Lower Little Sioux 

– West Nishnabotna  

– Big Sioux  

• Best Three 

– Black Hawk Creek 

– West Fork Des 

Moines 

– South Skunk 
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Natural Channel Experience 



Economic Spending 
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Cultural – Historic Resource 

Protection 
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Beginning Paddling Experience 
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WEST  

NISHNABOTNA  
• Stream Order 4-5 

• 30.8 River Miles  

• 695 Sq Miles 



SOUTH SKUNK 

  • Stream Order 4-5 

• 38.0 River Miles  

• 652 Sq Miles 





• Stream Order  3-5 

• 43.4 River Miles 

• 339 Sq Miles 

BLACKHAWK  

CREEK 



• Meandered 

• 140.5 River Miles  

• 8,857 Sq Miles 

BIG SIOUX 



CEDAR 

• Meandered 

• Stream Order  5-6 

• 73.9 River Miles  

• 583 Sq Miles 



IOWA 

• Meandered 

• Stream Order 6-7 

• 74.9 River Miles  

• 12,620 Sq Miles 



LITTLE SIOUX 
• Stream Order 4-6 

• 209.4 River Miles  

• 2,713 Sq Miles 



LOWER  

DES MOINES  

• Meandered 

• Stream Order 7 

• 44.0 River Miles  

• 14,204 Sq Miles 



MAQUOKETA  

• Stream Order 3-5 

• 26.6 River Miles  

• 327 Sq Miles 



UPPER IOWA 

RIVER 
• Stream Order 4 

• 101.4 River Miles  

• 722 Sq Miles 



WEST FORK,  

DES MOINES 
• Meandered 

• Stream Order 6 

• 65.1 River Miles  

• 708 Sq Miles 


