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About me 

 17 Years in USACE 
 Park Ranger 
 Natural Resource 

Specialist 
 Regulatory Project 

Manager 
 BS from UW-Stevens 

Point 
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Outline  

 What NWP 27 Covers 
 What NWP 27 Does Not Cover 
 Reporting Requirements  
 NWP 27 Follow up (Should monitoring be 

required) 
 Questions 
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What is NWP 27 

 Nationwide Permit 27 covers restoration, 
enhancement and establishment of tidal 
and non-tidal wetlands and riparian areas 

 Also includes stream restoration and 
enhancement 

 Activities must result in a net increase in 
aquatic functions and values  
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NWP 27 
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Stream bank 
Stabilization 
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What does NWP 27 Authorize 

Grade Stabilization In-stream habitat work 
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What does NWP 27 Authorize 

LWD Re-meandering 
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What does NWP 27 Authorize 
Structures to restore 

hydrology 
Shallow excavations 
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What does NWP 27 authorize 

Drain tile modification Current deflectors 
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What does NWP 27 authorize 

Removal of structures Much more 
 J-Hooks 
 Weirs 
 Vanes 
 Barbs 
 Mine reclamation 
 All projects must improve 

aquatic habitat 
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NWP 27 

 Projects must result in NET INCREASE in 
aquatic functions and values 
 Functions and values differ for habitats – 

you must tell us what will improve 
 Must identify methodology used to 

measure current and anticipated results 
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NWP 27 Does Not Authorize 

Channelization Bank Paving/Armoring 
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NWP 27 Does Not Authorize 

Conversion of habitat Impoundments 
 Stream to large lake 

would result in a 
conversion of habitat 
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Project Purpose 

 What is the true 
project purpose? 

 Restoration can be a 
component 

 Spirit of NWP 27 is to 
restore habitat, not 
protect structures (We 
have other permits for 
that) 
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Streambed Stabilization 

 Project Purpose was to stabilize stream 
and protect bridge 
 Arrest a head cut 
 Does this meet the definition of 

Restoration in the Federal Register? 
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NWP 27 

 Restoration means (According to FR Vol. 
77, No 34, 2/21/2012) 
►“Restoration is the manipulation of the 

physical, chemical or biological characteristics 
of a site with the goal of returning 
natural/historic functions to a former or 
degraded historic resource”. 

►Restoration comes in two flavors 
• Re-establishment and Rehabilitation 
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Bridge Example 

 What was improved? 
►Riffle – Aerates the stream and potentially 

provide some habitat 
►Curb soil loss 
►Protect bridge is the purpose, not to restore 

stream to a historic condition 
►There is no wrong answer 
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Stabilization Example 
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Stabilization 

 Not a 27 because the stream is locked in place 
 No room to meander 
 Establish a stable channel 
 Purpose was protect homes and infrastructure 

(Restoration was a component, but not enough 
to warrant NWP 27) 

 Also there was >1/2 acre wetland impact 
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How to Apply – What we Need 

 When is notification necessary? 
 Reporting requirements 
 What will the Corps want? 
 Can I do it without notification? 
 Will monitoring be required? 
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Reporting Requirements of 
NWP 27 

 For activities that do not require PCN, 
permittee must submit 
►Binding Agreement (stream or wetland) 
►NRCS/USDA Service Provider documentation 
►SMCRA permit 
►Baseline conditions of the project site 

(delineation) 
►30 days in advance of project 
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Pre-Construction Notification 

 PCN is required 
except for 
► Project on non-Federal 

public lands and 
private lands in 
accordance with 
conditions of binding 
agreement with FWS, 
NRCS, USDA 
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Pre-Construction Notification 

 PCN is required 
except for 
► Voluntary restoration 

documented by a 
NRCS or USDA 
Technical Service 
Provider pursuant to 
NRCS FOTG 
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Pre-Construction Notification 

 PCN is required 
except for 
► Reclamation of 

surface coal mines in 
accordance with 
SMCRA permit 
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Pre-Construction Notification 

 If you fall into one of those categories you 
still must submit required documents 
 It is assumed that if you are getting 

assistance from another agency, NEPA, 
Section 7 and Section 106 will be handled 
by them 
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Pre-Construction Notification 

 If you are doing a project on your own 
(without agency assistance) be prepared 
to look at General Condition 31 in NWP  
 Contents of a PCN 
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PCN 

 Description of project, its purpose, direct 
and indirect adverse environment effects 
 Loss of Waters of U.S. 
 Sketches, Maps and Drawings 
 Wetland delineation (stream info also) 
 Mitigation plan (maybe) 
 T and E Discussion 
 Historic Properties 
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Follow up (Monitoring) 

 This is up to discretion of project manager 
 Not always required, but appreciated 
 If the NWP 27 is used to authorize 

compensatory mitigation, then monitoring 
is required 
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Don’t Do This 

 No delineation 
 Poor maps 
 No photos of site 
 No info on habitat 
 Decision was 

delayed 
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Conclusion 

 Get us involved early 
 Pre-Application Consultation 
 Site visits = out of the office! 
 We want to make it easy, but we must use 

the process 
 QUESTIONS? 
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